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- FORCED MARRIAGE

Forced marriages are continuing to
occur across Scottish society. The
Scottish and UK Governments regard
forced marriage as a form of domestic
abuse, an abuse of human rights and
where children and young people are
involved, child abuse.

It is beyond belief that in the 21st
century when people are brought up to
be free and independent, making
choices about all sorts of issues, a
young person is denied the right to say
no to a marriage they don't want.

What we know:

e The majority of victims are between
the ages of 13-30; most are females
although males are victims too.

e The Forced Marriage Unit (which
covers the whole of the UK) was
“contacted 1,735 times in 2010 and
deals with approximately 400 cases
a year. Up until 2009 about 10% of
these come from Scotland in 2010
this dropped to just under 3% but this
is most likely due to more Scots
seeking help from Scottish based
support  organisations.

e Most cases involve South Asian
families (Pakistani, Indian and
Bangladeshi). This is partly due to
the that fact there is a large South
Asianr population in the UK.

e Forced marriages also exist in other
communities such as East Asian,
Middle Eastern, European, Gypsy and
African communities.

e Many cases of forced marriages go
unreported, as many families fail to
see the marriage as ‘forced’ and vic-
tims tend to be unwilling to speak out.

e Some forced marriages involve a
partner coming from abroad, but this is
not always the case, the partner could
also be from the UK.

e Forced marriages are not associated
with any particular religion or religious
practice and have been recorded in
Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muslim and
Sikh communities.

As with other forms of domestic and
child abuse, victims are isolated and as
a result tend to suffer emotionally, often
leading to depression and self-harm.
Victims sometimes run away from home
to escape the pressure and end up in
refuges. Everyone loses out; the parents
worry about the well-being of their
children and the children long for their
parents but feel they can’t return home.

How can we as a community tolerate
people being forced to live with another
person against their will, for what will be
a large or the largest part of their adult
lives?



B R o ey e R L D e e e
Forced marriages in Islam
In Islam marriage is a big part of someone’s life. Marriage creates new

relationships as well as rights and obligations on both partners. Marriage is
supposed to be something which brings happiness, stability, peace and harmony.

The Quran states:'

“And among His wonders is this: He creates for you mates out of your own
kind, so that you might incline towards them, and He engenders love and
tenderness between you: in this, behold, there are messages indeed for
people who think!” (30:21)

The Prophet (peace & blessings be upon him) said:

“You will not find anything like marriage for two lovers” (Ibn Majah).

A marriage based on force goes against these concepts of love and mercy, and
therefore, goes against the spirit of Islam. Moreover, the Prophet (peace &
blessings be upon him) was against forced marriages.

A previously unmarried woman is reported to have come to the Prophet (peace &
blessings be upon him) and mentioned that her father married her against her will,
so he allowed her to exercise her choice (Abu Dawud).

In another report Aisha (may God be pleased with her) reported that a young
woman came to her and said, “My father married me to his brother's son in
order to raise his social standing, and | did not want this marriage [i.e. | was
forced into it]”. Aisha said, "Sit here until the Prophet (peace & blessings be
upon him) comes. The Messenger of Allah (peace & blessings be upon him) came
and she told him about the girl, so he sent for her father, then he gave the girl the
choice of what to do. She said, "O Messenger of Allah, | have accepted what
my father did, but | wanted to prove something to other women (i.e. that
fathers have no right to force them into marriage)” (Al-Nasa’i).

Parents

The role of the parents is to safeguard the interests of their children. They are not
allowed to abuse their power by forcing them to marry someone they do not want
to, nor to marry them to someone for personal benefit such as promises made to
family members, financial gain, a desire to bring relatives from abroad and so on.

Many parents believe they have the Islamic right to force their child to marry
whoever they wish. This is a case of culture confused with religion. As we
have shown the Prophet (peace & blessings be upon him) was against forced
marriages.



Some parents misuse Islamic texts which emphasise being good to parents and
the enormity of being a disobedient child, to exert emotional pressure on the
victim. They may say things like “If you don’t marry so and so then you are a
bad son/daughter”. Some emotionally blackmail the victim by threatening to
commit suicide or disowning them, if the victim won’t agree. Both committing
suicide and severing family ties are not only haram (unlawful) but are from
amongst the major sins, so how can a Muslim threaten another Muslim with
something haram? It is like saying if you don’t do as | say I'll drink a pint of lager!
Other haram techniques involve deception and lying such as telling the child a
grand parent is dying abroad and therefore the whole family must visit. The
Prophet (peace & blessings be upon him) said “the one who deceives is not
from us” (Muslim).

People misunderstand texts in believing that a child must always obey their
parents in every matter. The Quran states: “We have commanded man to be
good to his parents, but do not obey them if they strive to make you ascribe
partners to Me....” (29:8). What parents need to understand is that they only
have a right to what God has given them as rights over their child; forcing their
child into marriage is not a right given to them by the divine.

It is not just the parents who can be at fault, the wider family can also be involved
in exerting emotional pressure and further contribute to the isolation of the young
person.

Parents and families need to understand forced marriages are not only unislamic,
they don’t work in the 21st century. Recent estimates indicate that 1 in 8 Muslim
marriages in the UK are failing. People forced into marriages who feel resentment
are less likely to work at their marriage and inevitably are doomed for failure, and
where children are involved many lives are unnecessarily ruined including the
person who married the victim.

We need to ask parents:

* Do they want their children to be happy?
* Do they want their children to resent them?

* |s it not better for the child to say no to a marriage he/she doesn’t want, rather
than having an unhappy marriage and getting divorced later, possibly with
children?

e Do they want their children to blame them for their unhappy married life?

* Do they want to risk their children running away from home, to have to live in
refuges where they can be exposed to other risks?



Young people

Young people love their parents and
desperately want to please them and to
be obedient. They have a duty to be
good, kind and patient towards their
parents. They are expected to serve
them to the best of their abilities, but that
doesn’t include accepting forced
marriage.

A young person who says no to a forced
marriage is not considered disobedient
from an Islamic perspective. There is no
Islamic obligation upon them to marry
someone they don’t want to. It is wrong
of family or parents to claim that the
wrath of God will be upon them for
saying no.

The Law

Forced marriages are unacceptable in
our society. Like England and Wales,
Scotland has introduced legislation to
protect people affected by forced
marriage. The new Forced Marriage Act
allows victims who fear being forced into
marriage or third parties to make an
application for a FMPO (forced marriage
protection order), which then protects
them from being forced into marriage. If
this order is breached it will be a criminal
offence punishable by imprisonment.

Other countries are also getting tough on
forced marriages. Pakistan recently
passed a law banning forcing women
into marriage to settle personal or family
disputes or bartering them. They have
made forced marriages punishable by up
to 10 years imprisonment along with a
fine of 500,000 rupees (£3,680).
Australia is also considering jailing
parents who force their adult children
into marriage under draft laws the
federal government plans to bring before

parliament next year.

Forced marriages are not sanctioned
by religion or the law of the land. If
people still decide to pursue this
unacceptable behaviour they will have
to suffer the consequences. Forced
marriages will not be tolerated any
longer.

Arranged vs Forced

The law recognises arranged marriage
as a legitimate and successful tradition
which has existed in many
communities and countries for a very
long time. Forced marriages are
different to arranged marriages in
which the families of both spouses take
a leading role in arranging the marriage
but the prospective spouses have the
choice on whether or not to accept. But
if a spouse changes their mind and is
forced to go ahead with the marriage, it
is considered a forced marriage.

As Muslims we are only obliged to
follow Islam, cultural practices are only
acceptable if they conform to Islamic
principles. Culture is not an excuse for
forced marriages and our obligation as
a community is to change those
aspects of our culture which go against
our faith.

Useful Contacts:

The Forced Marriage Unit: 0207 008
0151 - Men’s Advice Line: 0808 801
0327 or Scottish Domestic Abuse Free
Helpline: 0800 027 1234
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